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PART I 

 GENERAL 

 Chapter One 

 Operating Principles 

Article 100:  Objective

It is the objective of the Parties to reduce and eliminate, to the extent possible, barriers to the 
free movement of persons, goods, services and investments within Canada and to establish an 
open, efficient and stable domestic market.  All Parties recognize and agree that enhancing trade 
and mobility within Canada would contribute to the attainment of this goal. 

Article 101:  Mutually Agreed Principles

1. This Agreement applies to trade within Canada in accordance with the chapters of this 
Agreement.

2. This Agreement represents a reciprocally and mutually agreed balance of rights and 
obligations of the Parties. 

3. In the application of this Agreement, the Parties shall be guided by the following principles: 

(a) Parties will not establish new barriers to internal trade and will facilitate the cross-
boundary movement of persons, goods, services and investments within Canada; 

(b) Parties will treat persons, goods, services and investments equally, irrespective of 
where they originate in Canada; 

(c) Parties will reconcile relevant standards and regulatory measures to provide for the free 
movement of persons, goods, services and investments within Canada; and 

(d) Parties will ensure that their administrative policies operate to provide for the free 
movement of persons, goods, services and investments within Canada. 

4. In applying the principles set out in paragraph 3, the Parties recognize: 

(a) the need for full disclosure of information, legislation, regulations, policies and practices 
that have the potential to impede an open, efficient and stable domestic market; 

(b) the need for exceptions and transition periods; 

(c) the need for exceptions required to meet regional development objectives in Canada; 

(d) the need for supporting administrative, dispute settlement and compliance mechanisms 
that are accessible, timely, credible and effective; and 



Page 4

(e) the need to take into account the importance of environmental objectives, consumer 
protection and labour standards. 

Article 102:  Extent of Obligations

1. Each Party is responsible for compliance with this Agreement: 

(a) by its departments, ministries and similar agencies of government; 

(b) by its regional, local, district or other forms of municipal government, where provided by 
this Agreement; and 

(c) by its other governmental bodies and by non-governmental bodies that exercise 
authority delegated by law, where provided by this Agreement. 

For greater certainty, "other governmental bodies" includes Crown corporations. 

2. Each Party shall adopt and maintain measures to ensure the compliance referred to in 
paragraph 1. 


